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MINUTES OF THE FORTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING, 
KANSAS ACADEMY OF SCIENCE. 

Topeka, January 14, 1916. 

The forty-eighth annual meeting of the Kansas Academy of 
Science convened in the assembly room of Memorial Hall, To- 
peka, and was called to order by the president, J. A. G. Shirk. 

The secretary's report of the forty-seventh annual meeting, 
at Topeka, was accepted as printed in the twenty-seventh vol- 
ume of the Transactions. 

The secretary reported the removal of the offices of the 
Academy to new quarters in Memorial Hall, with the expecta- 
tion that the library would be shelved and catalogued by the 
Historical Society. So far nothing has been accomplished in 
this line. The museum was boxed and moved also, the work 
being let to the lowest bidder without regard to his competency. 
The resultant damage to the collections was so serious that it 
is doubtful if they can ever be put into usable condition again. 
These collections contained contributions from Snow, Mudge, 
Parker, Savage, and many others. The collection of Kansas 
minerals which was prepared for the Louisiana Purchase Ex- 
position was secured to the Academy through the efforts of 
Professor Grimsley. Altogether these collections were rightly 
considered an excellent foundation for an economic museum, 
and their loss would be most deplorable. 

Professor Bailey moved that a committee of nine be ap- 
pointed to consider the general condition and welfare of the 
Academy. Twelve names were presented, the ballot resulting 
in the election of the following : Sayre, Bailey, Yates, Willard, 
Todd, Mrs. Smyth, Mc Wharf, H. C. Allen, and Harshbarger. 

The following committees were appointed by the president : 

Nominations: Willard, Yates, Sayre. 
Resolutions: Allen, Agrelius, Mrs. Smyth. 
Program : Agrelius, Nelson, Mrs. Smyth. 
Necrology : Willard, Wooster, Lovewell. 
Audit: Nelson, Agrelius. 
Membership: Yates, Agrelius. 
Publication: Bailey, Willard, Agrelius. 
Press: Dr. McWharf, Sayre, Lovewell. 
Legislation: Allen, Knaus, Wooster, Sayre, Yates. 
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The treasurer submitted the following report : 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

to the Kansas Academy of Science for the year ending January H, 1916. 

Balance brought over from 1914 $999 . 44 

Collected as dues and memberships 48 . 00 

Received from sale of Transactions 6 . 98 

Received as interest on deposits 30 . 79 

Total receipts $1,085.21 

Disbursements : 

Lecturer, stenographer, executive committee, etc $140.80 

Additions to library 13 . 09 

Total disbursements $153.89 

Academy funds on hand January 14, 1916 : 

In the hands of the secretary $4.40 

In the hands of the treasurer 926 . 92 

Total $931 .32 

L. D. Havenhill, Treasurer. 

Report referred to the Auditing Committee. 

The address of the retiring president being next in order, 
President Shirk gave a most interesting address on "American 
Highways." This is published in Bulletin No. 2 of the 
Academy. 

The following is the list of papers presented at this meeting : 

1. World Wars. A. A. Graham. 

2. Lasting and Universal Peace. A. A. Graham. 

3. The Degeneracy of Monarchs. A. A. Graham. 

4. Italian Degeneracy. A. A. Graham. 

5. Civilized Europe; a Chapter in Anthropology. A. A. Graham. 

6. The Insanity of Nations; the Cause of the Present World War a 

Physiological Question. A. A. Graham. 

7. Botanical Notes. Frank U. G. Agrelius. 

8. Some Experiments with Bacillus coli-communis (Escherich). Frank 

U. G. Agrelius. 

9. Observations on the Cause of Decay in Various Materials. Frank 

U. G. Agrelius. 

10. Observations on Jupiter at Opposition in 1915. Edison Pettit. 

11. Note on a Device for Setting a Heliostat in the Meridian. Edison 

Pettit. 

12. Celestial Photography with the Washburn Telescope. Edison Pettit. 

13. Additions to the List of Kansas Coleoptera, 1913 to 1916. W. Knaus. 

14. Some Life History Notes on Phytomonus eximius. W. Knaus. 

15. Rare Coleoptera from the Sand Hill Region of Reno county. W. 

Knaus. 
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16. The Clan System of the Wyandotte Indians. William E. Connelley. 

17. Echinacea; its Combination and Use. J. M. McWharf. 

18. Notes on Kansas Mammals. D. E. Lantz. 

19. Presidential Address — American Highways. J. A. G. Shirk. 

20. Properties of Kansas Clays. Paul Tettor. 

21. The Comanchean of Central Kansas. W. H. Twenhofel. 

22. The Scientist on the Farm. L. C. Wooster. 

23. Relative Toxicity of Aromatic Oils and Inorganic Compounds to 

Fungi. L. J. Reiser. 

24. The Shoshoni-Gorship Indians of Utah. A. B. Reagan. 

25. Lecture: Some Nutritional Characteristics of Corn. J. T. Willard. 

26. The New Public Health. J. C. Crumbine. 

27. A Study of Foods for Infants. Leon A. Congdon. 

28. Stramonium. L. D. Havenhill. 

29. Some Chemical Products of Fatigue and Their Possible Relation to 

Mental Efficiency. F. C. Dockeray. 

30. A Method for the Quantitative Determination of Salicylic Acid in the 

Presence of Acetyl Salicylic Acid. G. N. Watson. 

31. Isolation of the Toxic Principles of Coffee, and the determination of 

Their Toxicity. L. E. Sayre. 

32. Calcium Metabolism. C. F. Nelson. 

33. Differentiation Within the Acid Fast Group of Organisms. N. P. 

Sherwood. 

34. Breeding Habits of Some Annelids. W. J. Baumgartner. 

35. Eugenic Studies in Kansas. W. R. B. Robertson. 

36. The Relation Between the Germ Cells and the Environment. Ben- 

nett M. Allen. 

37. Population Changes and Industrial Development. P. F. Walker. 

38. Explosions in Kansas Coal Mines: Their Cause and Prevention. 

A. C. Terrill. 

39. History of the Kaw Lake. J. E. Todd. 

40. Eolian Loess. J. E. Todd. 

41. On the Occurrence of Starch in Green Fruits. E. H. S. Bailey and 

W. S. Long. 

42. The Chemical Characteristics of Ground Water. F. W. Bruckmiller. 

43. Effect of Inanition upon Gonads and Germ Cells of Frog Larva?. 

W. W. Swingle. 

The remainder of the sessions for the day were devoted to 
the reading of papers. At the evening session Dr. J. T. Wil- 
lard, professor of chemistry at Kansas State Agricultural Col- 
lege, delivered an illustrated lecture entitled "Some nutritional 
characteristics of corn." 

Saturday, January 15. 

The Academy resumed its session in Memorial Hall for the 
reading of papers. After listening to a number of papers the 
Academy turned its attention to the transaction of business. 
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The Committee on Policy made its report, which was ac- 
cepted by the Academy. 

The Membership Committee reported the following persons 
as recommended for election : 

Annual members: Dr. W. E. Barker, physician, Chanute; F. L. De 
Beukelaer, professor of chemistry, Washburn College, Topeka; Ernest F. 
Burian, assistant professor of physics, Manual Training Normal School, 
Pittsburg; Wm. E. Connelley, State Historical Society, Topeka; R. E. 
Devore, teacher, Muscotah; F. C. Dockery, professor of psychology, Uni- 
versity of Kansas, Lawrence; H. C. Givens, director of industrial train- 
ing, Manual Training Normal School, Pittsburg; J. Newton Harrison, 
farmer, Topeka; H. H. Oldenkirk, principal of the high school, Pittsburg; 
Horace W. Parson, D. D. S., denist, Wamego; N. P. Sherwood, professor 
of bacteriology, University of Kansas, Lawrence; Dr. J. W. Scott, pro- 
fessor of zoology, Kansas State Agricultural College, Manhattan ; Wilbur 
W. Swingle, Topeka; William Van Orsdal, principal of the high school, 
Oakland ; George N. Watson, assistant professor of pharmacy, University 
of Kansas, Lawrence. 

Life members: W. H. Keller, professor of mathematics, State Normal 
School, Emporia; C. S. Proser, professor of geology, Ohio State Univer- 
sity, Columbus, Ohio. 

Upon motion of Professor Harshbarger, the rules were sus- 
pended and the secretary instructed to cast the ballot of the 
Academy for these nominees. The ballot was cast. 

The Auditing Committee reported that they had examined 
the treasurer's accounts and found them correct. Report 
adopted. 

The Committee on Necrology reported that they had learned 
of but two deaths. A biographical sketch of Prof. F. O. Mar- 
vin appeared in volume 27 of the Transactions, and that of 
Prof. L. L. Dyche is being prepared. Report accepted. 

Doctor Lovewell then made the following statement to the 
Academy : 

Mr. President and Members of the Academy: You have honored me 
with a continuance of election to the important office of secretary for 
more than ten years, and of course you are aware — I do not need to 
advertise — that, like other people, I am getting old. I do not hesitate to 
acknowledge that fact, and I hope you will be able to report at the proper 
time that you are as old as I am now, and will have an equal amount of 
physical vigor as I have at this present time. Still I am aware that the 
work of the secretary of the Academy would be better performed by a 
younger member of the Academy, and this is a time when the interests of 
the Academy are far more important and require consideration on the 
part of the members. If it should be your pleasure to honor me with a 
further continuance of the secretaryship, I should feel myself under 
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obligation to do certain things which perhaps my knowledge of the situ- 
ation here will enable me to do better than an entirely new person, and, 
therefore, if that continuation of office should be granted to me, I should 
wish to present at this time my resignation of the office of secretary, to 
take effect at the end of the fiscal year — that is, the 1st of July — and I 
hereby make that request. Of course I realize that only by your election 
could I be considered an officer of the Academy, since your officers are 
elected annually; but I wish to be relieved from the burdens of this 
office not later than the 1st of July. I hereby turn to you this provisional 
resignation of the office of secretary. 

Professor Wooster then made the report of the Committee 
on Nominations, as follows : 

The committee has felt a very great weight of responsibility. It has 
passed the most critical point in the history of the Academy. If we were 
wholly dependent upon ourselves, we could be guided wholly by our own 
feelings, and as one of the old men of the Academy — I can hardly realize 
that I am, but it cannot be denied — and one who has known our secretary 
for over thirty years — met him, I believe, the first time he attended the 
Academy — I am touchingly moved by the present question. Those of us 
who have known Doctor Lovewell during this time have had the highest 
esteem for his qualifications as a teacher and student, as a worker in the 
Academy, and as a friend. We have held him in high position in our 
affection, as well as in esteem for the work he did as a teacher and in 
public scientific work. In the early days he organized the Kansas 
Weather Service. He was one of the noted scientific men of the state, 
and it is with the greatest regret that we realize that time has laid its 
burden upon him; that he is no longer able to bear the heavy work of 
administration, and of meeting the members of the legislature and the 
men within the state. We feel that there should be some recognition of 
the relation which he has held to the Academy for so long. While feeling, 
from a sense of responsibility, that it is necessary for a younger man to 
take up the burden of carrying constantly the Academy in its public rela- 
tions, the Committee on Nominations, a fraction of the committee on the 
welfare of the Academy, which was appointed yesterday, has thought of 
little else during the last twenty-four hours. We believe that it is pos- 
sible for the Academy to be a much greater power in the state than it 
has ever been before. We believe that it is possible for this Academy to 
stand for the relation of science, on all questions, to the welfare and 
development of the state in the same way as the State Board of Agri- 
culture represents the great agricultural interests. To do this requires 
the enlistment of the scientific forces throughout the state; not merely 
those in the state institutions, not those in colleges supported through the 
efforts of the churches, but men in private life and in the high schools 
and professions who appreciate the importance and value of science 
should be united in this Academy and enabled through its organization 
to make scientific knowledge and its application what it should be for the 
interests of the entire state. 

Now I did not think of making a speech so long as this, but I have 
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cried to give you an impression perhaps of the responsibility which we 
have felt in this matter. The names we have to suggest have been 
selected from this point of view. We feel that we have done our duty 
in the matter, as we see it, and leave it to the Academy to settle things 
as in its wisdom it may deem best. We believe that for the most part the 
Academy should be in the hands of the younger members, people who 
have the time, who have the ambition, who are up to date, who are in the 
world's work, or are entering upon it, and who can do this work better 
than the older members can. These old members, I am sure, will always 
be willing to assist in any way that comes into their power, but we be- 
lieve that they should be relieved from the responsibility for the most 
part. These are the nominations of the committee : 

President, J. E. Todd; vice presidents, F. G. Agrelius and L. D. 
Havenhill; treasurer, Wm. A. Harshbarger; secretary emeritus, J. T. 
Lovewell; secretary, W. W. Swingle; elective members of the executive 
council, J. A. Yates, A. J. Smith, J. M. McWharf, and J. A. G. Shirk. 

You will note that this report recommends that the office of secretary 
emeritus be created for our esteemed secretary. This will give him a 
relation through which he can help the Academy as his heart prompts 
him, and also bears a recognition for the service which he has given, and 
the esteem in which he is held. 

The rules were suspended and the secretary was instructed 
to cast the ballot. The ballot was cast and the nominees de- 
clared elected. 

Dean Sayre then made the following motion : 

Mr. Chairman: As a member of this committee, and in connection 
with this subject that we have raised, I would like to say a few words. 
I think it due the Academy that something might be said. No one 
realizes more than myself the necessity we have for making new con- 
nections and new friendships in our work. When we change from young 
to old and pass upon the stage of life, sometimes our friends leave us 
and we are constantly throwing out new threads of friendship. I think 
most of you who have been with Professor Lovewell in his work know 
how valuable it has been, how honestly he has labored for the organi- 
zation, and with what patience for this work. As has just been said, I 
have been associated with him now for thirty years, and am impressed 
with his valuable services to the Academy. I am persuaded by these 
circumstances to ask that the members of the younger generation join 
together with the older members and give a rising vote of thanks to our 
secretary, who will retire in June. 

The vote was given. 

Motion made by Professor Yates that the matter of labeling 
the room occupied by the Academy be taken up by a committee 
composed of the president, the secretary, and Mr. Congdon. 
Motion carried. 

Moved and seconded that Doctor Willard's paper be issued 
in bulletin form. Motion carried. 
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Moved and seconded that the president's address be pub- 
lished as a bulletin. Motion carried. 

The Committee on Resolutions presented the following : 

Resolved: That we, the members in attendance at the forty-eighth 
annual meeting of the Kansas Academy of Science, desire to express 
appreciation of the courtesy accorded our organization by the press of 
Topeka in the matter of advance notices and daily reports of meetings, 
and herewith register our sincere thanks for the same. 

Resolved, That we also appreciate the kindly cooperation and willing 
assistance of the secretary of the Historical Society in providing many 
necessary conveniences and improvements in the furnishing of our 
quarters and in preparation for the present meeting, and extend to him 
and to the organization which he represents our hearty thanks for the 
same. 

Resolved, That the Academy should determine, individually and col- 
lectively, to rally to the situation and renew its activity along the lines 
of scientific research; also that we urge a campaign throughout the 
state for increased membership, and also outline a propaganda for 
greater publicity for the work already done and that which is now in 
progress by the organization and its members. 

Resolved, That the Academy realizes most deeply the splendid loyalty 
and devotion to the duties of the office of our secretary during a decade 
of service, and that we desire to express through the feeble medium of 
words the heart-full appreciation and thanks of this body assembled, of 
his personality and presence among us for such a length of years. 

The report was adopted. 

The Academy resumed the reading of papers, and upon the 
completion of the program adjourned. 



